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PROVIDENCE, May 13, 1861. 


Rev. A. H. Ciarp, 


DEAR Sir: The undersigned, in behalf of the Beneficent Congregational 
Society, respectfully request you to furnish a copy of your sermon, delivered 
on Sunday afternoon, 12th inst., for publication. 

Believing that the cause of truth and patriotism will be essentially aided by 
the circulation of your discourse in printed form, we trust you will accede to 
the desire of our people in the request hereby presented. 


Yours, very respectfully, 
JOSIAH CHAPIN, President. 
BENJAMIN WHITE, Secretary. 





PROVIDENCE, May 14, 1861. 


My Drar Sirs:— 


I herewith place at your disposal the sermon delivered last Sabbath afternoon. 
It was hastily prepared, and without a thought of publication. The treatment 
of the theme was modified by my other recent discourses on the war; and on 
its connection with them, the effect of this greatly depends. 

But, deferring to your judgment that the sermon may be of use to some 
who did not hear it, I consent that it be printed. 

I shall, however, regret the publication, if any readers attribute my not 
dwelling at length on the Great Sin which has caused the rebellion, to an 
indifference to that sin or a backwardness to condemn it. 

You, who have heard my past and recent utterances on that topic, know 
why it was unnecessary to give it greater prominence in this discourse. 


Eyer, truly yours, 
A. H. CLAPP. 
To Messrs. JOSIAH CHAPIN, President, 


BENJAMIN WHITE, Secretary, 
Beneficent Congregational Society. 


SERMON. 


IsAIAH xxvi. 9. (last clanse.)—For when thy judgments are in the earth, the 
inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness. 


Ir is a sad comment on human nature, that judg- 
ments affect us so much more deeply than mercies. 

God loads for us every day with blessings; and we 
take them quite as a matter of course,—perhaps come 
to regard them as our just desert. 

Instead of overshadowing us with a constant sense 
of the Divine presence, power, love, law, ownership, the 
very freeness of his bounty leads too many to forget 
that he lives and reigns, demands and is entitled to our 
best service. 

We have to be violently wakened from our self- 
satisfied dreams, our nests of earthly comfort have to be 
rudely broken up and scattered to the winds, before we 
truly see what and where we are. It is when God’s 

judgments are in the earth, that the inhabitants thereof 
learn righteousness. 

Accordingly, we find that the ordinary course of His 
dealing with individuals or nations that he loves, and 
means to save in spitesof their ingratitude and way- 
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wardness, is not seldom broken in upon with dispensa- 
tions of sore judgment. 

Individuals grow forgetful of their duty and depen- 
dence ; and God interrupts their cherished plans, takes 
away eile possessions, friends, or whatever else may 
have usurped his place in their affections. 

Families forget him; and He breaks the strong staff 
and the beautiful rod on which wife and children were 
leaning, or takes away the child whose beauty and 
goodness had degraded parental love imto idolatry. 

The church, confidimg in her strength and piety, 
sometimes comes to forget her dependence on her 
Spiritual Head; and her trusted pillars are removed in 
apparent wrath, but real mercy. 

Great cities forget Him; confident in accumulated 
numbers, wealth and influence, till sudden commercial 
reverses, or flood, or fire, or pestilence, brings back 
their sense of dependence. 

Nations forget Him ; and judgment is sent upon judg- 
ment, until they either repent and return, like oft back- 
slidmg Israel, or hke Egypt, Assyria, Persia, are . 
blotted forever from the earth. 

Our Nation has not been left without the Divine 
chastisement. Partial famine, wide-spread pestilence, 
commercial disasters, local insurrections, and at long 
intervals, war with its desolating train of evils—though 
kindly restrained for us—have been sent to remind us 
that we are not absolute arbiters of our own destiny. 

Twice in our recent national history, has the nation 
been suddenly deprived of its President; each of these 
bereavements occurring at the very commencement of 
the official term, and each in a political emergency 
when it seemed that the nation could not spare its 
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chosen ruler :—each of them followed, too, by political 
calamities which it seemed as if that life, and that alone 
of all available human instrumentalities, would have 
prevented. 

The impression was deep at the time, but how 
transient! Many looked upon the events rather as 
calamities, than as judgments; as occurring in the 
course of nature, not as the direct visitation of the 
Almighty. 

And now, at last, has come upon us that greatest of 
national calamities, except utter subjugation or loss of 
honor—Civil War: arraying section against section, 
brother against brother, in deadly hostility. 

The beginning is sad enough: no man dares predict 
what scenes of terror are to intervene, before we see 
the end. 


Other judgments to which I have alluded, have made 
a temporary impression. It will not be so with this. 
Never before was the nation go stirred to its depths. 


The influences, good or bad, of this strife will be both 
deep and lasting, beyond all former experience. * 

What shall be the character of these influences ? 

This depends greatly upon the direction which shall 
be given to the nation’s thought and feeling during the 
war; and that, upon the manner in which it shall be 
improved by the Christians of our land. 


While we accept the war as a terrible necessity forced 
upon us by treasonable rebellion, and bring to its pros- 
ecution the force and fire and zeal of true patriotism ; 
let us at the same time accept it as a Divine judgment, 
sent to bring us to repentance for our national sins and 
to turn us to righteousness. 
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_ Both these views of the war are just. To men, we 
have in this matter nothing to confess; to God, every 
thing. The charges brought against us by the Rebels 
are shamelessly false. 

But because we are innocent of these alleged wrongs 
against them, it does not follow that we are free of the 
blood of all men; nor that we are guiltless of many 
‘offences against the Divine government. 

And let not the outrageous wrongs we unjustly suffer 
from our enemies, sear our consciences to our guilt in 
his sight, for the rebuke of which he uses them as 
instruments. God’s design is chastisement. The sooner 
we recognize and accept it in a christian spirit, the 
sooner will he bless our arms and bring peace and 
stability. | 


One prominent sin which God is rebuking by this 
judgment, is Self-Confidence. 

It is the almost universal vice of prosperity. We feel 
our need of God in sickness, poverty, bereavement, in 
times ef general calamity. 

But let him strew our path with mercies, and how 
soon arises the spirit of the Babylonian monarch, if we 
utter not his words, “I will set my throne above the 
stars of God.” Even the Church, greatly blessed, is too 
apt to say, with that of Laodicea, “I am rich, and in- 
creased in goods, and have need of nothing.” — 

Has it not been eminently so with our Country ? 

In her helpless infancy, everywhere was the fullest 
public recognition of God. And well there might have 
been: for born of piety, cradled by persecution, never 
was a land more manifestly the child of Providence. 

How marked His interposition in the period of our 
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Revolution ;—those seven long years, through which— 
following that pillar of smoke by day and fire by night 
—with bleeding feet, she trod the thorny way to 
Liberty ! 

Often in that perilous time,—our country’s destiny 
hanging by a single thread held in Jehovah’s hand,— 
was his mercy-seat besieged with strong crying and 
tears, that He would save her from destruction, and 
make her a nation to his praise. 

And more than once since, when famine has threat- 
ened, when general prostration has come over the 
business-world, or when “the blessed seals which close 
the pestilence were broke,” have rulers and people, with 
one voice, besought the Divine interposition in her 
behalf. And he heard their cry. 

Meanwhile, the nation has been advancing in all 
forms of external prosperity, until,—boastful of her 
absolute independence of foreign powers, of her im- 
mense territory and internal resources, her success in 
arms, in business, in diplomacy; of her general intelli- 
gence, her treasures in great and wise men,—there is 
reason to fear that even our Rulers’ scanty public re- 
cognition of God had come to be little more than a 
formality, coldly responded to by the popular heart. 

But now, already, since the cloud of this new judg- 
ment began to lower upon us, what a marked change 
has come over the tone of popular expression : marked 
as if an audible voice from heaven had said, “ Be still 
and know that I am God.” “Cease ye from man, whose 
breath is in his nostrils, for wherein is he to be accoun- 
ted of ? For, behold, the Lord of hosts doth take away 
the mighty man, the man of war, the judge, the prophet, 


8 


the prudent and the ancient.” “TI alone will be exalted 
in the earth.” 

Certainly, Christians—and to an unusual extent, all 
classes—feel, as seldom before, their dependence on the 
Divine arm; the need of prayer; the blessedness of 
those who have the God of Jacob for their help. 

In the deepening, widening and perpetuating of this 
just public sentiment, is hope for us. Let us hail it 
with thankfulness, even though the healing comes on 
the black wings of judgment. 


Again: By this chastisement God would rebuke the 
prevalent underrating of our ciwil Institutions. 


Not but that enough has been said, and too much, in 
the way of boasting of our superiority to other nations : 
not but there has been quite enough complacency in a 
vague sense of national greatness and glory, with little 
idea as to what these qualities are, and what constitutes 
a valid title to them. | 

But along with all this vainglorious boasting, what 
loose notions of the nature and powers of government’ 
have been gaming ground: in what slight estimation 
were our dearest political treasures coming to be held. 

The immortal Declaration of Independence, that has 
been the admiration of the world,—that has so stirred 
the blood of nations struggling for freedom, has been 
called “a string of glittering generalities”; yea, its very 
fundamental principles pronounced false by men whom 
it alone protected while they vilified it; the Constitu- 
tion, embodying the political wisdom of ages, has been 
sneered at as a paper barricade, easily rent by the 
breath of popular will; the legislative, the judiciary, 
and the executive powers, each in turn railed at and 
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threatened, as if they were the servants of the mob— 
thus taking the likeliest measures to make them such ; 
and the Union, which a tithe of the ancient loyalty might 
have made a perpetual safeguard, derisively likened to 
a “rope of sand,’—until it has even become so. 

From the beginning, these our civil institutions have 
been oftener and more violently assailed from within, 
than from without. They have been subjected to the 
severest tests—by sudden changes of policy by popular 
elections, and twice by the death of the Chief Magistrate ; 
sometimes by malfeasance in office, once or twice by 
imminent rebellion: but they have come as gold out 
of the fire. Hach new trial has only shown more 
clearly, their just title to popular confidence. 

_ Now has come the final test, under whose application 
our government is to be established or destroyed ;—es- 
tablished, I firmly believe! But I as solemnly believe, 
that God means we shall first suffer enough to teach 
us, once for all, the real value of the institutions He 
founded by our fathers,—their value, irrespective of the 
men, however great and good, who administer them. 

He means to bring us back to Him as our leader. 
If, after bloody strife, we retain our institutions, we 
shall have to take them once more,—as our fathers 
did,—directly from His hand, thoroughly conscious that 
He alone has preserved them for us; using as instru- 
ments, not less our penitential prayers, than the tem- 
per of our yeomen’s swords and the might of their 
brawny arms. 

Another, and a kindred fault, which God is rebuking 
by this judgment, is our vehemence of party spirit. 

In nothing have we been more unlike our fathers. 


Had not their patriotism risen out of sight of all sec- 
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tional or partizan interests, our government could not 
have survived the half a generation : nay,it could never 
have been founded. They felt and acted as one peo- 
ple ; whose interests were one ; who must stand or fall, 
together. But with increase of territory and population, 
arose various and sometimes conflicting interests, call- 
ing for diverse legislation, and of course making it im- 
possible to meet exactly the views of every section. 

Obviously, such an exigency called for a most unself- 
ish regard for the general welfare,—a readiness to sac- 
rifice personal or sectional interests, to the good of 
the many. 

Instead of this, what have we too often seen? Self 
ishness tenaciously clinging to the last iota of unjust 
demands ; until they were complied with, factiously de- 
laying and defeating measures for the general good— 
measures even essential to the government's existence ; 
so that compulsory “compromise” with injustice has 
become the order of the day ; the only means, ofttimes, 
of securing the actual necessities of legislation. 

Thus, along with the shameful waste of time and ‘the 
public money, the ruinous disregard of the country’s 
welfare, what corruption and dishonesty has this in- 
tense party-spirit introduced into our public affairs! 
With what falsehood, bitterness,—indeed, with what 
brutal violence, has it disgraced our national councils ! 
Disgusting all good citizens with politics, it has thrown 
them into the hands of unprincipled demagogues, who 
have plundered the treasury, made over the army and 
navy to prospective rebels, and betrayed every interest 
of the country, on which they could lay their hands. 
It was time for a tempest to break up and scatter such 
a body of corruption, unless God had purposed our ir 
recoverable ruin. 
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Shall we not. be wise enough, henceforth, to avoid all 
entangling alliances with parties so diverse that. their 
interests and ours cannot possibly comeide? to form 
no more leagues, which must, of necessity, be broken, 
since one party, if not both, knowingly promises impos- 
sibilities ? 

If we profess to have a Union, hereafter, let it be of 
peoples like-minded in essentials, of common aims; a 
federation that shall be a.bond of brotherhood, not a 
hated fetter; a government, not only, whose corner- 
stone shall not be a barbarous system of human bond- 
age, but a government, in which it shall not. be an in- 
dispensable element of loyalty, to defend, or silently 
countenance, or to. treat with obsequious delicacy, a 
system which honest souls loathe and long to see anni- 
hilated. 

Thus, being in reality, as well as in name, one people, 
we shall shut out those sectional issues which have so 
rasped men’s spirits, and set them in hostile parties. 
Statesmanship will return to its wonted place and 
honor; and the Demagogue’s occupation will be gone— 
which may God, in his infinite mercy, grant! If that 
base tribe shall be exterminated by this war, it will be 
no little compensation for our, lavished treasure and 
blood ! 


Finally: By this judgment, God would rebuke our 
all-absorbing Avarice. 

This has often been called the national sin—our pre- 
dominant characteristic. It does, indeed, lie at the 
root of many of our darkest traits and least worthy 
acts ;—prompting to all that has been wrong in our 
early and later treatment of the Indians ; perpetuating 
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the withering curse of Slavery; countenancing the 
public desecration of the Sabbath, the sale of intoxica- 
ting drinks, and other avocations ruimous to society ; 
stimulating the dishonesty of public officers, state bank- 
ruptcies, insane speculation, the rush from honest and 
steadily-rewarding employments to whatever promises 
sudden wealth. 

It is seen, in private life, in the eagerness with which 
men give themselves to business—sparing time neither 
for needed recreation, for the intellectual improvement 
of themselves and their families, nor even for the wor- 
ship of God, the study of His word, and preparation to 
meet Him in peace. 

It has shown itself on a more public scale, in the 
grasping for more territory—whether rightly or wrongly 
obtained. More territory: while we have millions on 
millions of unoccupied acres ! 

We have a country embracing every variety of soil and 
climate, capable of yielding the productions of every 
latitude, with all inland and coastwise facilities, with 


immense rivers bearing these products to the eastern + 


and western oceans, the great gulf on the south, and 
the great lakes on the north. With all these, is in our 
hands, or within our reach, every element of national 
happiness, greatness and glory,—civil and religious 
freedom, the means of honest and useful occupation, 
peace and order under the protection of Law. Instead 
of perfecting and usmg these, to grasp for more; 
to seize, by unjust violence, the property of weaker 
neighbors ;—do not these things indicate an insatiable 
avarice that must be abominable in His sight who has 
taught us that covetousness is Idolatry ° 

And now, the country’s wealth,—gotten, too much of 
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it, by injustice,—hoarded by long years of toil, must be 
poured out like water, not for the furtherance of profit- 
able industry, but to sustain men who, of necessity, can 
only consume ; not to plant acres, but to tread them 
down ; not to build cities, ships, railroads, schools, col- 
leges and churches, but to destroy them; not to save 
life, but to take it. A sad necessity, but a real one. 
It is a noble patriotism—but, were it not, 1t would be a 
wise policy—thus to pour out the half of our millions, 
that the other half may possibly be saved. Keep it 
not back. Let it all go, if needed, for our country’s 
defence. The end is worth the sacrifice! And by what 
you find you can do for your country in this time of 
war, measure your resources for the world’s welfare in 
time of peace. 

But, shall not Avarice learn a lesson, when it sees a 
year’s peaceful accumulations thus swallowed up by one 
day of war ? | 

And shall we not all, henceforth, seek treasures not 
only more precious in themselves, but more lasting 
also—* durable riches and righteousness.” 


So, brethren, has our hasty review run over some of 
the national sins—as inclusive and suggestive of many 
more, growing out of or fostered by that great underly- 
ing Sin to which we owe the Rebellion—sins which God 
would rebuke by this judgment, to the end that we 
may forsake them and learn righteousness.” 

He has borne long with us, sending repeated admo- 
nitions, and waiting mercifully, as is his wont, before 
striking a final irretrievable blow. But it has come at 
last ; the most solemn and afflictive chastisement that 
He could send upon us as a people. 
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And, now, what shall be the result? You and J are to 
answer the question, in part, by our conduct under the 
rod. It is ‘as true of nations, as of individuals, that even 
the severest judgments do not always lead to repent- 
ance. 

Three centuries ago, England wept with bitter la- 
mentation at the death of the sixth Edward—* the good 
king Edward, as he was familiarly called—the English 
Josiah.” 

But notwithstanding these tears, the very next reign 
was stained with all the horrid atrocities which make 
the world shudder, even now, at the name of “the 
bloody Mary.” 

Henry IV. has been ‘called “the best king France 
ever had,” “the most interesting monarch whom his- 
tory describes.” ‘He was the defender of Protestantism 
against hosts of enemies; his greatest victories, those 
which he won over the hearts of his subjects, by his 
eenerosity, magnanimity and patience. 

When he fell, by the dagger of a jesuit, just at the 


outset of a great enterprise for the peace of Europe, 


“the grief for his death partook of the character of 
madness. ” 

Yet how long was it before that nation became noto- 
rious, the world over, for its atheism and social corrup- 
tion. 

When our lamented Harrison died, and after him 
Taylor, what a shock of grief overwhelmed the land ! 
But will any one say that our national sins have since 
been less glarmg; our public recognition of God, more 
general and sincere ? 

The truth is, nations are but collections of individ- 
uals; and unless the individuals repent, the heart of 
the nation is still unchanged. 
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In speaking to the nation, then, by this judgment, 
God speaks to each one of youand to me. Let us hear 
his voice. What part have we had in committing, or 
not testifying against, the national sins that have 
brought the national calamity ? 

And, if we are oppressed with the consciousness that 
we have swelled the aggregate of national guilt, let us 
find relief in the assurance that we may, the resolution 
that we will—nay, the consciousness that we do—swell 
also the aggregate of the nation’s penitence, the volume 

of its prayer, the sum of its righteousness. 

Then may we hope soon to see the end of judgment, 
and to share once more the rich treasures of the Divine 
mercy. 

But if, on the other hand, we harden our necks under 
this new reproof, let us beware lest—beside our own 
sudden destruction, beside the ruin of this fairest earthly 
realm of God—we hinder other nations in their strug- 
ele for the civil and religious freedom we have under- 
valued and abused; and at the last, stand justly con- 
victed of faithlessness to most precious trusts, commit- 
ted to us in keeping not merely for ourselves, but for 
the world. 
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